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Norwegian Wolf Story. 

What a strange, wild country is old Norway! 
The brow of the earth, the forehead of the 
world, as the Sculds of old loved to call it in 
their songs. Even in the map, how singular 
is that jagged, furrowed, long coast line, stretch- 
ing above ousand miles, from the North 
Cape with its eternal ice, down to a genial lati- 
tude of wheat lands and flowers. | ; 

Norway has still other and more important 
claims to notice: it is one of these few and fa- 
vored countries where freedom is enjoyed, and 
the hardy, prosperous peasantry are living wit- 
nesses of the worth of its immemorial institu- 
tions. Norway, also, was among the first to 


shake off the errors of Rome, andto embrace | 


the doctrines of the Reformation. * * * 
A pleascant looking tarm that of Ravensdal, 
nestling beneath some ee rocks in an 
inland valley, not far from the Arctic.. The 
commodious dwelling was of blackened timber, 
adorned with curious carving, and pivus say- 
iigs cut in the beam<; while clustering rn} 
stood the cottages of the peasants who cultivat- 
ed the soil. In all the province of Norlhand 
there was nota farmer more respected and es- 


teemed, on amore upright, honorable man, 


than Andreas Jansen, the owner of Ravensdal. 
It was early one Sunday morning in mid- 


winter, and the Jansens were preparing to start 


_ for church, a drive of many miles. 


One of the 
sledges had been recently disabled, so none of 
the farm servants were able to go with them. 
Rather a large party got into the remaining 
sleigh, which, though a roomy one, was more 
than full; but when the farmer proposed to 
leave the two boys at home, there was so much 
lamentation that he relented. Andreas handed 
his comely-looking wife Ingeborg to her seat ; 
she was tollowed by her sons—Raoul, the 
younger, a walking bundle or fur, taking his 
place on his mother’s knee; Ella, the pretty 
only daughter, next stepped in; and lastly, 
carrying some warp forhis lady-love, came 
Hugo, Ella’s betrothed, who the day before had 


arrived on snow-shoes trom the southward, to 


spend a few days at Ravensdal. Andreas 
mounted to his seat, gently touched with the 
whip the three horses, harngssed unicorn fash- 
ion, and they started at a smart pace. It was 
quite early, for service began at twelve; and 
as the distance was great, it was necessary to 
start betimes. As yet there was no glimmer 
of day-light,.but moon and stars shone with a 
radiance unkuown 1n our latitudes, and there 
was abundance of light for the journey. But 


- ied in skins and furs, the party did not feel 


the cold which, though great, was not excessive 
—the abscence of a breath of wind, and the 
perfect dryness of the atmosphere, making it 
much more endurable than the same depression 
of the thermometer - would be in this country. 
It was a grand event, this journey to church, 
for weeks after weeks had passed since last 
they were able to go. True, Andreas had eve- 
ry Sunday a sort of prayer-meeting at Ravens- 
dal with the neighboring peasants, but this did 
not compensate for the lack of the public ser- 
vices. Then, too, the whole family thought it 
most fortunate that tlie fairness of the weather 
should enable them to go on this especial Sun- 
day of all others, for it was what they call an 
altar-duy—z. e, the sacrament was to be ad- 
ministered. 

There was .n eerie beauty in the scene; 
the solemn mountains lifting up their hoary 
head into the star-sprinkled sky, the small fern 
with its glittering icy syrface, the stern old 
pines, whose green looked almost black con- 
trasted with snow, and the graceful birken out- 


trees, those “ladies of the woods,” decked out, | 


as little Raoul said, when the first rime fell 
that winter, in their white-mantles, all ready for 
sister Ella’s wedding day. But, as if to make 
amends for the stiliness .elsewhere, there was 
no silence in the sledge. Andreas turned round 
to address his wife, or talked to his horses, in 
that brotherly way so characteristic of the Nor- 
wegian, who always makes friends of the four- 


“footed creatures in his service, and particular- 


ly of his horses. Olaf, the elder boy, who was 
perched on Hugo’s knee, after some vain at- 


temps to obtain. his attention, turned to his 


mother and Raoal, and kept up with them a 


ruetul- 


continuous stream of question and remark : 
while Hugo and Ella, leaning back in one cor 
ner, heeding nobody but themselves, found 
much to say to each other in low, happy tones. 
And the tinkling of the merry sleigh-bells, as 


they jingled round the horses’ collars, made to | 


all this a most musical accompaniment. 
One-third of ihe journey was over, when, 
with a startled exclamation, Andreas suddenly 
pulled up his horses. Ata turn of the road 
there luy, extended on the snow, a human form. 
In a minute the farmer had confided the reins 
to Olaf, proud of the charge, and Hugo, jump- 
ing down, ran to give assistance. The pack at 
the man’s side told them that he was one of 
those pedlars who wander from farm-house to 
farm-house all over the country.. Over power- 
ed by the cold, he had sunk into that fainting, 
deathlike sleep, from which there is oftentimes 
no Waking. At first, all efforts to rouse him 
failed, but life was evidently not extinct ; so 
seeing a chalet close at hand, which in the sum- 
mer hud been..used as covert fur cattle, nd 
now. was a store for firewood, they carried him 
there, and, kindling a fire on the ontside, the 
rubbed his limbs till some, warmth return 
and poured some corn biandy (which no Nor- 
wegian travels without) down his throat, and. 
he partially revived.e All this occupied some 
time, and now they were quite ina dilemma 
as to what to do next. Leave bie the could 
not, to take him-on-with them was impossible ; 
he was not sufficiently recovered to bear the 
air, even if they could make room for him in 
that state. -To turn back and- take him home 
was almost:as difficult, and if so they must give 
up chureb ‘entirely. Ella, who had alighted to 


assist them, an last said, in a dicided tone, 


“Thereis but one thing, father, we can do: 
Hugo must stay with the poor man.” 


“Yes,” suid Hugo, “ that is. the best. plan. | 


You drive on to church, and take us up in the 
afternoon as! you return; ‘by that’ time: he is 
sure'to be ali right.” . | 


“Well,” said Andreas, “ it does seem the on- : 
ly way ; but it will be a sad disappointment for ‘ 


you, my poor girl.” 


“I do not know. that,” muttered Hugo, “she : 


ing rid of me.” 

“Now, that is too bad,” said Ella, .with a 
satisfy-her-lover, “when 
you know f have been counting for weeks arid 


was the first to propose 


weeks ypun your being with ue for this -altar: 


Sunday 
“It clearly was the most feasible plan, and so 
it, was settled. Ella mu>mured to Hugo ashe 


helped her into the sledge: again, “God will, 


notthe bless our engagement, that it begins 


with an act of selt-deniah”. 


Some provisions, which had been pat ae 


‘ 


the sledge ready for any emergency, were hand- 
ed out to Hugo, and he was entreated to take 
care of himself as wellas the pedlar, and to 
keep up a good fire, — | 
“Certainly,” said he; “no fear of not doing 
that. Why, here is firewood enough to roast 
balf a dozen oxen whole. You are sure you 


able, the road good, and the weather set fair— 

we can have no diffieulty.” | 
So they started off again, Olaf saucily call- 
Hugo, that, now he was gone, Ella 


the rest of the party would gain, not lose, one 
by his departured. . However, Ella was not in- 
clined to be lively, and her gravity infected 
even the high spirits of her young brothors. 
The remainder of the ‘drive was rather dull for 


ed roofs of the small town came into. sight. 
The Jansens drove to a relation’s house, put 
up the horses, left their coverings in the sledge, 
and then entered the church soon after service 
had commence. The pastor was a venerable 
old mun, dressed in the black canonicals of the 
Lutheran clergy. <A thick white ruff, was 
round his neck, his long white hair floated over 
‘his shoulders, while on account of the cold he 
wore a black velvet skull-cap on his head. 
Prayers and singing over, he commenced his 
discourse without notes of any kind, and in a 
strain of simple fervid eloquence, which rivet- 
ed the attention of his auditors, he expounded 
the sublime precept which Christianity first in- 
culcated, of doing to others what we would 
that they should do to us. The sermon over, 
some christening follewed, and then the commu- 
nion. The service, which had lasted more 
than three hours, at lenyth terminated, and 
they emerged from the church. Many were 
the greetings to be exchanged between friends 


time ere the Jansens reached the relation’s 
house, where they were to partake of the mid- 
day meal. This over, they did not linger long, 
for Andreas had promise Hugo they would re- 
turn as soon as possible. As they were leaving 
the town, they were stopped near the parson- 
age by the pastor, who pressed them to come 
in and see the Frau Pastorinn. Andreas .ex- 
plained the reasons which made them anxious 
to be off, and the good old man, shaking -him 
heartily by the hand, said : 7 | 

“So some of you have been acting what I 
have been preaching, playing the good Samar- 
itan. Well, well, it shall not lack its reward. 
God bless you, friend Andreas !” | 

The short-lived northern day had long wan- 


ed, when, leaving the clustered wooded dwel- 


lings surrounding the church behind them, the 


Ravendal. 
for the glorious northern lights were up, stream- 
ing, flickering like fiery banners across the sky, 
brighter far than the pale Arctic winter sun, 
and diffusing around a mild, beautiful radiance, 
neither sunshine nor moonshine, but a light 
more poetic, more romantic, than that of com- 


hands with delight, as from luminous cloud on 
the notlern horizon streamers of green, purple, 
red and golden light, shot up. Andreas said 


spendid had been seen. } 

A lonely road was their way home ; no hab- 
itations, except. a few farm houses near the 
town, and, when these were passed, a long 
s retch of desolate country—wild, rocky valleys, 
all clad in their snowy garments, with the de- 
serted summer chalets scattered over them, 
mocking the traveller with an idea of human 
lite ; beneath, frowning precipices of black rock, 
were the snow could find no resting place; 
through pine woods, whose venerable denizens 
had survived many generations of mortals. 


“‘Moored to the rifted rock, 
Prvof to the tempest si,ock.”’ 


The children were asleep, Raoul in his 
mother’s arms, who half unconsciously was 


wrapped the little nestling warm in her furs. 
Olaf, after repeated declarations that he was 


his head against his sister’s shoulder : ‘his eyes 
soon closed, as he was as sound asleep as his 
little, brother. Ella gave herself up to a 


emn communion service, the sermon, and then 
the bright tuture before Pleasant thought 
they were ; in her life’s horizon it was all blue 
sky behind her, and she saw still more before 
her. And soon these thoughts were woven to- 
gether, and bright castles in the air arose, 
which made her smile to herself as she pictured 
them tefore her mind’s eye; what Hugo dnd 
she would do when they had a home of their 
own—how they would welcome the wayfarer, 
nurse the sick, and succor the distressed, 

Lost in her own thoughts, Ella had little 
heeded a noise which was heard from time to 
time, and which she fancied the fall of avalan- 
yee from cragto crag irthe mountains. But 
n 


had sevreal times turned his head to look back, 
and that his face wore a troubled expression. 

“Whatis it, father?” she asked; “is there 
anything the matter?” 


stern manner, not at all usual to him—* I h 
nothing x” and then murmured to himself, in a 
lower tone—“God grant it may be nothing.” 

- Her uneasiness by no means lessened, but, 
understanding he did not wish to be question- 
ed, she remained silent, but with her attention 
on the alert to discover the cause for anxiety. 
The dull noise in the rear certainly increased, 
and was heard at fitful intervals, now almost 
swelling into a note, then dying away, and 
was decidedly neare rthan wheh first she bad re- 
marked it. The horses, too, seemed by some 
wonderful instinct to partake her father’s unea- 


now an unmistakable. howl sent a flash of 


certainty to her mind. Unable longer to bear 


the suspense, she half rose, and grasped out— 
“Oh, tather, is it—is it the wolves?” 
“They area long way behind,” said Andreas ; 
“we shall reach home well, never fear.” : 
But the farmer’s face contradicted his cheer- 
ful words, and with a sinking of heart as if its 
action had been stopped, and then ‘a tumultu- 


face with a great danger. The fainting sensa- 


a@ moment, and murmuring a beartielt prayer, 


then only seem dead wolves, the trophies of the 
chase, and once 


on its way to some fareign menagerie ; but too 
many dreaded wolf-stories are current 


to calculate their probable distances 


Frau Ingeborg next heard the 


will be able to do without me, Father Andreas ?” 
“Perfectly. The horses are quite manage- 


ing 
would be of some use to other people, and that | 


a!] parties, and every one was glad whenthe peak- 


and neighbors unseen for long, and it was some ~ 


Jansens started on their homeward route to- 
But little was the daylight missed, 


mon day or night. Little Raoul clapped his 


it was. years. and years since an Aurora 


humming to herself a hymn of praise as she . 


not in the least sleepy, had been glad to lean 


dreamy reverie, as she thought over the sol-- 


w all on a sudden remarked that her father 


“Nothing, nothing,” he answered, in a short, 


siness. Just then, the noise began afresh, and ~ 


ous rush of blood through her veins, Ella sank 
back in her seat. It was a fearful revulsion 
of feeling to be thus: suddenly torn from a 
state of dreamy reverie, and brought face to 


tion, was over directly, and closing her eyes for | 
her natural courage returned. Ella had till 
or twice one securely muzzled 
Norwegian hearths in. the winter linge 
divine the greatpess.of the..peril, and she tried | 


howl, and 


% 


“First Pure then Peaceable— without. Partiality. and without Hypocrisy.”" 


. 


x 


| 


j 


asked the same terrified question as her daughter. 
“Oh, God my poor children!” was her only 
ae ; and then she, too, was calm and 
Nearer, nearer is the howling—faster go 
the terrified horses ; their mstinct has told them 
the danger. Ella gently disengages herself 


from the sleeping Olaf, and, unbidden, gets 


out the rifle‘and powder-flask, and in silence 
looks to the loading. Andreas’s eye falls’ on 
her; he is even at that moment pleased with 
the fruit of the training he has given his child, 


in her pale, composed face and steady ‘hand, |. 


like brave Norse maiden as she was. . Her. 
eyes are now strained to look back as far as 
she can. Ere long, on the brow of a hill they 
have descended, she sees a black moving mass 
against the sky. 
“T see them, father, but they are far off yet.” 
groan escapes from Andreas. - “God hélp 
* * * The wolves were gaining fast; ‘they 
could  disntiguish the fiery eyes, their tongues 
, Ella, as she saw one in advance, quite close 
to them, cried out— 
“ Father, father, ! the rifle.” | 


“Then take the reins an instant,’, said he, as | 


he took the weapon from her hand. 


Ella obeyed, the horses wanted but little | 


guidance, and the wolf feil dead beneath her 
tather’s sure aim. There was astop of the 
whole pack, and the Jenseanséalmost dared to 
hope. © 

Andreas’s face was as gloomy as before, 
“ Only a check,” murmured he; “ they are mad 
with hunger. The one Ihave killed will be de- 
voured, and then” | 

His words were verified. In five minutes 
time, they again heard the\baying of the pack, 


and they were soon in sight, their appetite |. 


whetted by the taste of blood—oh, on, with in- 
creased ardor for the chase. Again was one 
shot down—again occurred the temporary lull, 
and then afresh begau the ghastly hunt. 


“There is but one charge more, father,” 


said Ella. : 

“ We will save it as long as we can,” was 
Andreas’s reply. 
and husky. 


We left Hugo at his Good-Samaritan deed 
of kindness towards the hawker. ‘The man 
soon recovered sufficiently to sit up, and give 
some account of himself. As Andreas Jensen 
had supposed, he had lost his way, travelling 
from one farm-house to another, and had sunk 
exhausted into the deep slumber which gene- 
rally subsides intodeath. In answer to his in- 
quiries as to how he had been found, he heard 
about the intended drive to church, and discov- 
ered the self-denial Hugo had practised in 
giving up the expedition to take care of him. 

“lowe you thanks, young man. You have 
preferred remaining with an old pedlar in dif- 
ficulties, to accompanying your betrothed. It 
is a dull exchange.” 

“ Indeed,” said Hugo, “ I am quite repaid by 
seeing you all right again. 1 was afraid, at 
first, it was all over. - What a narrow escape ! 
Spay half hour, we should have been too 
ate.” 

“ Yes, another lease of life,” said the hawker, 
gravely ; “spared a little longer by the Heav- 
enly Friend who has stood by my side in many 
dangers during a long life of wanderings.” 

“Let me hear your experiences. How 
much you must have seen! It will be hours 
before my friends are back. Talking them 
over will help while away the time.” * * The 
record of this good. man’s life was like a living 
sermon to Hugo; the exposition of Gospel truth 
in a most inviting form, the example of one 
who +had practised all he taught. After a 
pause, during which they had been partak- 
ing of the contents of Dame Ingeborg’s bask- 
et, Eric said, rather abruptly— — 

'“ By the bye, I hear some unpleasant news 
at the farm 1 was at yesterday. They say a 
large pack of wolves has come down from the 
fields to the northward ; the early and severe 
winter this season is supposed to have driven 
them down. Some hunters out on bear-chase 
afew days back had a narrow escape; they 
report the wolves as going to the south.” 

“T hope not,” said Hugo; ‘‘ they had heard 
nothing of it at Ravensdal. No moiethan I; 
but then I came from the contrary direction. 
I hope not, though I should - like it above eve- 


rything if I could muster a strong party, and 


have a good hunt; but wolves are feartul foes 
to meet unprepared.” 

Undefined apprehensions he could not shake 
off filled the young man’s mind; and, after try- 
ing to talk of other things, he came back to the 
wolves, and to speculations as to thei position 
und movements. So time sped on, and he pac- 
ed up and down with a growing wneasiness he 
in vain told himself was ungrounded and ad- 
surd; and he longed for the return of the 
sleigh, to terminate these secret fears. Eric 
had been listering intently for some. minutes, 
and all at once exclaimed— 

“There,now, lhearahowl!” 

Hugo threw himself on the snow to hear bet- 
iter, and ere long heard the same sound, 
“fear it isso. Itis far, but, oh, in the 
same direction they have taken.” 

After some moments of intense attention, 
both ‘men satisfied themselves that it was not 
the howl of a solitary wolf, and that it was 
steadily advancing. | 

“Oh, tell me what we can do,” cried Hugo, 
“it is on the track which leads from the town, 
just the time they would be on the road. My 
poor Ella, what canI do?” 

“Unarmed as we are, it is only by remain- 


ing here we can be of any service, and this is a|_ 


position we can easily defend. With that a- 
mount of fire-wood at our back, I would defy 
an arnty of wolves. Look! ‘the chalet stands 
in a reeess of rock, from point to point we can 
make a rampart:of fire.” So saying, he began 
to fagots. in a line from one point of 


center.. I think, with-you young man, that 
your friends are on the road, and that the 
wolves are pursuing them, else we should not 
hear that continuous bowling nearer and near- 
er, 
pass; the wolves would never dare to attempt 


to follow through’ such a wall of flame as we can 


raise.” 2 


“ Hist! I-hear ‘the gallop of horses,” said: 


Hugo, ingon thé snow; 
“ Then set fire'to the barrier. It may. be a 
beacon to them, and show them where we are.” 
“ Thig__.was,,.done, the . bright .pine- 
“ Now,” said Eric, “ get more fagots ready, 
for you and I must be pre to closé up the 
passage immediately the sleigh is safe.” ~ 
“ But the horses,” said Hugo, “ will ney pass 
between two such fires ds we have here?” 
No fear they are terrified enough to leap 


of refuge provided by the * 


liverence from a bloody death. 


And his voice was hoarse | 


rock to the other; leaving an open space in the | 


I am leaving this space for the sledge to 


was ere long streaming into the sky,. dole 


rduring which the noise of .horses.and wolves 


became louder and louder. . . | 
-“ Ab! there they are,” cried Hugo, “and. 
the whole pack close behind. They see us; 
Andreas is flogging the horses. Oh, God! 


there is a great wolf close upon them ! I would |’ 


give ten years of my life for a rifle for one in- 
stant. 
Ella is standing up; she has the-rifle. Good 
heavens! the wolf will spring at her. she 


has fired—shot him down! My braye Ella! 


my own deargirl!”, 
Another second, the sled 


| rethought of. the 
pedlar, from the ruthless Wolves, behind the 


barrier of flaines. The exhausted horsés had | 
stopped of themselves; the Jansens were be- | 
pneath the shelter of the’chalet, half fainting,’ 


scarcely crediting their presérvation. As soon 
as he could speak, the farmersaid, in a tremu- 
lous tone, “ Wife, children, let us thank God'!” | 
and, kneeling, with the‘tears rolling dawn his 


hardy cheeks, in a few words of heart warm | 


thankfulness be returned thanks for their de- 


— 


THE MAIDEN’S PRAYER. 
| BY J. G. WHITTIER. 


She rose from her delicious sleep, 
And put.away her soft brown hair, 
And, in a tone as low and deep 
As love’s first whisper, breathed a prayer ; 
Her snow-white hands together pressed, 
_. Her blue eyes sheltered in the lid, 
The folded linen on her breast | 
Just swelling with the charms it hid. 


And from her long and flowing dress — 
seaped a bare and snowy foot, 

Whose step upon the earth did press 

, Like a snow-flake, white and mute; 

And then from sinmbers, soft and warm, 
Like a young spirit fresh from heaven, 
She bowed that slight and matchless form, 

And humbly prayed to be forgiven... 


Oh, God! if souls unsoiled as these, 
Need daily-mercy from thy throne— 
If she upon her bended knees, 
Our holiest and our purest one; 
She with a face so clear aud bright, 
. We deem her some stray child of light; 
If she, with those soft eyes and tears, 
Day after day, in her young years, 
Must kneel and pray for grace from thee, 
What far, far deeper need have we ? 
How hardly, if she win‘not heaven, 
Will our wild errors be forgiven ? 


Japan as a Missionary Field. | 

A correspondent of the. N. Y. /ndependent, 
writing from China, after.a recent visitto Japan, 
says that seven years ago, one scarcely 
thought of Japan as a Missionary field: “ But 
it was not always so, Christians went there 
when the very existence of the country had 
been known but a few years. The enterprise 
of commerce did not equal the.zeal of Christi- 
anity. Francis Xavier, preached the Gospel ; 
in Japan, and found not only toleration for his 
doctrines on the part,of the government, but, 
among the people, respectful and earnest hear- 
ers, and—more than that—grateful believers 
also. Fora century following the arrival of 


Xavier the Gospel as preached by the church | 


of Rome, spread freely through the empire, was 
received into many hearts, and (let us believe): 
made many wise unto salvation. Then there’ 


came distrust and persecution. There was | 


counter-plotting of Protestants against the 
Catholics: There was wicked scheming for 
religion and for trade on the one hand, and for 


trade without religion on the other. So the | 


Catholic foreigners were expelled the country ; 
and against the Catholic natives there was per- 
secution even unto extermination; and there 
was seen the sad spectacle of the traders of 
Protestant Holland choosing Mammon before 
God—merchandise before righteousness and 
mercy, joining in the persecution and exter- 


mination, and bringing their ships and troops | 


and batteries against a Christian stronghold; 
which the heathen government had found im- 


pregnable. 


So the Christian fortress of Simabara was 


taken ; and there was a massacre of Christian 
martyrs, such as makes one wish the history | 


were untrue. And after the massacre, over 
the scene of that great martyrdom, was pub- 
lished this infamous blasphemy : , 

“So long as the sun shall warm the earth, 
let no Christian be so bold as to come to Japan ; 
and let all know that the king of Spain himself 


or the Christian’s God, or the great: God of all, joice that I could labor for-them a little while. to. cross a rivulet. The time spent in descend- 
if he violates this command, shall pay for it } I 


with his head.” 

And that. completed the first on of the 
history of Christianityin Japan. Of Christian 
Japanese—who at one time could be numbered 
by hundreds of thousands, and of whom so 
many professed a good profession even unto 
death at Simabara — there remains now, I 


suppose, not even a scattered remnant. The} 


econd epoch is just commencing. | 

In 1852 Commodore Perry started with the 
American expedition to Japan, and in 1835 he. 
returned, having concluded a treaty. with the 
government of Jeddo. Some people who ex- 
pected unpreasonable things from this expedi- | 
tion, and who do not know how much it accom- 


plished, are disposed to look contemptuously 
at its results; as.if the policy of centuries ho 
sas if} 
distrust could be wholly removed and confi-| 


to be completely overturned in a day 


dence wholly restored, by the visit of a half-a- 
dozen ships-of-war; as if it were nothing that 


larger privileges and freer intercourse were | 


secured than ever before—that two new har- 
bors were opened to us—that provision was 
made for the residence of our Consul-General 
at Simoda—and that the impious inscription 
over the grave of the Christians at Simabara 
is thus practically disavowed and belied by the. 
same power that so cruelly set it up. 

But Commodore Perry's squadron could not 
introduce Christianity, although Christian min- 
isters buried the dead, and prayed to God pub- 
licly, at Simoda and Hakodadi. “ Sundry Chris- 
tian books ‘in Chinese characters, left among 
the people, on the sly; by a chaplain, were care- 
fully collected by the authorities and returned. 
The squadron could not disseminate the Gos- 
pel; that was notits.ohject. . It could open the 
way for the Gospel, and it has done. so... 

. Our. Consul-General: (Townsend . Harris, 


Esq...) has vot been idle during the yerr hehas 


spent in Japan. Last June he concladed with: 
the Japanese authorities a convention by which | 
it is admitted (with other and important ‘privi- 
leges) that American citizens may reside ‘per- 
manently at Simoda and Hakodadi. ‘There is 
no limitation, no regervation. -Afier the 4th. 
of July next, the date from which this article 
of the convention is tetake effect, the American 


| Board of ‘Commissioners for Foreign Missions 


sexid fs tnissiondties to Japan as freely as: 


“Vand death of Mrs.'Bhea, from letter of her 


over'a precipice, if it-came in their way—any- y‘characterized, of surpassing in- 
A few minutes passed iless suspense, | ‘The loved partner of my life now sleeps on 


Andreas dares ‘not ‘leave the reins. | 


3 was in the haven |. 


| yond my understanding.” 


FRANCISCO, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 


the little hill by the side of brother Crane, 
while, I doubt not, her redeemed spirit mingles 


_ with the countless ‘throngs about the throne of 


God. A:few weeks ago, she was in the bloom 


and vigor of health, and ripe for a long life. of 


usefulness ; but God saw that she was ripe, too, 
for heaven, and -he has taken her. to himself. 
Let me bow low in the dust, and meekly and 


submissively receive from his hand this bitter 


cup. Her illness was a most distressing one ; 
but the deep current of her joy and peace never, 
for a moment, ceased to flow; and it often rose 
until all pain was swallowed up. No cloud for 
a moment intervened between her and the glo- 


pious faéé of her Redeemer. She went down 


into the dark valley, leaning on the arm of Ler 


‘Beloved; untika:few-moments. before she 


passed to the light.and blessedness of heaven, 


' though speechless, by a gentle pressure of the 


hand, she could still assure me that Jesus was. 
near, and death easy. . | 
_ Speaking of her intense suffering, and her 
sweet spirit of resignation, he says: 

I do not think there could be a richer exhi- 
bition of the power of divine grace to sustain’ 


_ the suffering saint under agonizing pains. She 


won very tenderly upon the hearts of those 
who attended her, by her gratitude for every 


_ little thing done for her, and her constant re- 


gard for their feelings. By far the greater 


- part of the time she spent in audible or silent 


prayer; praying especially for the grace of pa- 
tience, that God might not be dishonored. At 


} One time she said to Dr. Wright, when racked 


with pain, “ While my eyes is fixed ‘on Jesus, 


I am easier; but the moment it turns from him ' 


it seems if my pains were more than [ could 
bear.” She would often pray for a little res- 
pite from suffering, but would then at once ex-: 
claim, “ Thy will, not mine, O Lord, be done.” 
On one occasion she remarked, “ Many days 
and nights of severe suffering may be appoint- 
ed me. Just as God pleases—ease or pain, life 


or death—I must have no will of my own.” 


Again, in the midst of very severe sufferings, 
her eyes filled with tears as she looked up most 
submissively and said, “ Just as long as it may 
please thee, O Saviour.” In some of these 


_ seasons of suffering, Jesus seemed especially 


near. “She was ravished with his. charms. 
She spoke of him as “ pure, holy, lovely, be- 
“T lung,’ she said, 
“to fall at his feet, and look up in his face.” 
long to see him more clearly, and under- 


“stand him more perfectly. I have before, al- 


ways turned my thoughts most naturally to 
God as my father; but now it is Jesus—so 
lovely andso winnihg.” Aftera night of great 
pain, she expressed fear that she had been im- 
pee but in reply to a questicn respecting 

er present feelings, she said: “ Jesus has for- 

iven all my sins. He is not quite so near as 
I wished him to be; still I think he does siand 
by me. He will not let mesink. If I should 
take my eyes from him one moment, I should 
sink. Every moment seems to require Al- 
mighty power to sustain me. It seems to me 
that I am the chief of sinners ; but. then Jesus 
just. takes me and says, “I will cleanse thee 


all thy stains.” I love to think of Christ 


¢ 


Persia.) 


{ 


? 


the grave without one cloud! 


now as my tender friend. It seems as if one 
great reason why he suffered was to convince 
us of his love.” Again she said, “I wonder 
that I cah look forward so calmly to death. 
Oh, could I believe that I should go down to 
Jesus reveal. 


thyself tome. Let me see thy face. Mani- 


fest thy love, if not in. healing, in supporting. 


me. Help me to bear all for thee. I am so 
weak! but Jesus will bear me in his arms, the 
weakest of his flock.” : 

She often expressed her deep interest in the 
Missionary work, and her strong desire for the 
salvation of those for whom. she had labored. 
“If I die,” she said, “tell my brothers and ‘sis- 
ters I never had one regret that I came here. 
Every step of my way has been ordered by 


. God. I love to teach the children in Oroo-. 


miah, and I have loved.to-labor on the moun- 
tains. I thought I should labor for many years. 
My greatest desire, with reference to getting, 
well, is, that I may win souls to Christ.. May 
he teach me how to labor. I want my brothers 


_ and sisters to know that I never hada wish 


that I had not come to the Nestorians. I re- 


hope to meet many of them in heaven.” 
The death occurred Wednesday evening, and 
Mr. Rhea writes : 7 

‘All day Thursday our home. was filled 
with weeping and lamentations. Many scores 
of Nestorian aud Koordish females came to 
look at her calm, sweet face. They wept aloud. 
All felt they had lost a friend—one who ever 
went about doing them good.” 

_(Such a death, in faith and peace, may be 
realized not alone on Missionary ground, but 
wherever a heart bas lived near to the Savoiur, 
and the life has been passed in doing good. 
Such a death may be purchased by a life spent 
in California, as well as in the mountains of 


- Repentance 
Many men suppose that the pang of suffer- 
tng, in repentance, has some healing influence. 
They do not reflect that suffering simply acts 
more powerfully as a stimulus than pleasure, 
and. that there is no benefit.in it merely as suf- 


in? 


wrong, although they have turned from it en- 
tirely and for ever, still even in their maturer 
years carry it bound: round, about, them as a 
girdle, and never suffer themselves to be with- 
out an abiding. memory of their former sin. 


_ They taste no pleasure without first throwing 


into the cup a drop of the old bitterness. ‘They 
seem to think that acankadra necessi- 

of suffering, and accordingly they torment 
It is folly to wart for deépéer an 
ful feelings, _Why do you seek for feeling at 
all? You want it for a: superstition .and not 


for.a benefit. A ship lies keeled over in the’ 


mud, and the skipper and: all the crew are 


looking ‘wistfally to the sea; by-and-by they 
hear the first rustling of the ‘flood-tide, that be- 


gins to come in after the Jong ebb by-and-by 


it comes rushing up around the keel, and rises: 
deeper under: the ship, until:.she 
begins to rollin her bed; by-and-by they heave. 


and 


the lead and find an inch of water under the 
keel, and ‘the ship” afloat, and’ everything is 
‘ready to slip the moorings, and to set sail; bat 
the oy Fa says, “ No, I want to go with a full 
the keel, 


But three feet would nof enable himi to do any | 


| Pennsylvania and lower New York ; in June, 


| Both animals expanded their ears and list- 


| 


| the whole party, but came near no one, except 


cing posture.— Livingstone’s Africa. 


sod thine’ 


then uttered this. -affeet ing 


but want. to. wait. for three feet,”)| i 


| mperfection.:. Though I am not what I 
to be, and what I hope:to be, yet I can truly. 
say I am not what I once was, a slave to sin. : 
Apostle, and acknowledge, “ By the grace of . 
God I am what I am.” 


more than to get out, and if-he can get out 
with three inches, why does he wait for three 
feet? If he is going all’ the time towards 
deeper water, that is enough. What more 
does he want? If a man who is im sorrow for 
his sins waits for higher tides, he waits use- 
lessly... He waits from a superstitious belief | 
that strong feeling is necessary; while the | M | | 
truth is, that more persons are harmed by too| arriage. 
much feeling than by too little. Some persons | Marriage and love blending into life, make; — 
after conversion, never can forget that they did | We admit, the true domestic union. This is: ” 
‘not. have such a boisterous time as other saints | truth, but also it is the highest truth;:and > 
did. Some men say, “I never cease to re though the ‘highest truth has its roots every-: - 
that I was not on Mount Sinai, and that I did | Wherein common existence, rarly do we'see.it - 
not hear the thanderings and lightnings which | im the flower, except in: poetry, although we 
my friend heard; Ihave a feeling that I am | constantly. haye it in the fruit, when we have | 
not such a Christian as. I would have been, if I | but little attended to it in the blossom.. Sup- 
had had a more thorough Jaw-work in my | Pose two people come together, and do not love _ 
heart.” About the beginning of March there | ¢ach other, then they are two liars, two -hypo- — 
will be just enough summer in the Carolinas | ‘Tites, two of the ‘most guilty perjurers’ which ~ 
to bear roses;:in April, the gardens of Vir- falsehood and fraud have any room for in their — 
‘ginia will bear them; in May, the gardens of pefinition. 

: Suppose there is a mutual mistake inthe 
‘case; suppose there was a feeling:which ‘they 
mistook for love ; then they had better cultivate 


of 


the gardens of Canada. Now suppose a Car- 
olina garden should say to itself: “It was my 
nature to grow vasily and quickly, and at the 
first tip of the sun I felt myself all springing 
up, end blossoming, and I had rosesin March ; 
but I shall. never cease to regret it; for Lam 
told that in Canada the gardens do not have 
roses until June, and I cannot but feel that I 
have never had so long and thorough work in 
my soil as in theirs?” The goodness of a gar- 
den does not consist in how long it takes to get 
rid of winter, but in what it brings forth after 
it has got rid of it. And the test of true re- 
pentance is not how long a struggle men have 
passed through, but what kind of a change is 
produced after the straggle is over.— MM. 
Beecher, Independent. 


validity to their-union, truth to their homes, and 
the conciousness of honest parentage to their _ 
children. Then, as to itself, it is as hard 
to define as poetry. But take it without defi- 
nition—take it as an intuition, as an instinct; 
as a sentiment, or as an idea—it has man 
varieties and forms. Love in youth is not the 
same thing, in mode at least, that it is in man- 
hood or womanhood: Othelle’s love’ is not 
Romeo’s; Juliet’s is not that of Desdemonia. 
Nor is that of the mature husband like that of 
the bridegroom, or that of the aged like that of 
the mature. And so, we apprehend, it is with 
the wife. The truest husband and wife will. 
. hardly care, in the quiet of the most happy — 
moment, to review early letters—not even re- 
Elephant Hunting.~ cent ones—yet, in the fet week’s se; aration, 
On the following day, while my men were | they will write as passionately to each: other — 
cutting up the elephant, great numbers of the | a3 they often did in the first uneasiness of ab! 
villagers came to enjoy the feast. We were|sence. And so it goes on with years. In 
on the side of a fine green valley, studded here-} youth, the passion of the soul goes into the 
and there with trees, and cut by numerous | passion of the senses; in age, the passion of 
rivulets. I had retired from the noise, to take | the senses goes into the passion of the soul; — 
an observation among some rocks of liminated-| and old people seem still to think that they 
grit, when I beheld an elephant and her calf} are in the hey-day of their original ecstacy. 
at the end of the valley, about two miles dis- | We have seen a matrimonial Venus of seven y 
tant. The calf was rolling in the mud, and | watch for her Benedict Adonis of seventy-five, 
the dam _was standing fanning herself with | as fifteen might have looked for twenty; and, 
her great ears. As I looked at them through | having intruded on their meeting, we felt as — 
my glass I saw a long string of my own men | awkward—almost as much out of place—as if — 
appearing on the other side of them, and Sek- | it had been aninterruption of a youthful téte a 
webu came and told me that these had gone | téte. No account is therefore to be taken of 
off, saying, “Our father will see to-day what | mere moods. What is most to be thought of 
sort of men he has got.” I then went higher | is, principle—not ¢hanges of the mind, but the 
up the side of the valley, in order to have a| mind itself. It is a fair demand, that parties - 
distinct view of their mode of hunting. The} should know their own minds.’ If both con- 
goodly beast, totally unconscious of the ap-| sciously deceive, they are liars to each other 
proach of an enemy, stood for some time | and society ; if one alone falsifies, then is he or | 
suckling her young one, which seemed to be | she guilty of a dark crime to the individual 
about two years old; they then went into a | and to society. | es | 
pit containing mud, and smeared themselves} But whatever may be decided on this matter _ 
all over with it, the little one frisking about | by the inward or the spiritual ethics of life, it 
his dam, flapping his ears, and tossing his| is certain that there should be an understood 
trunk incessantly, in elephantine fashion. She | relation of the sexes. Without a regulated 
j kept flapping her ears and wagging her tail,| and ordained relation of the sexes, society 
as if in the height of enjoyment. . Then began }.must become as a vast system of concubinage ; 
the piping of her enemies, which was. per-| for what is the great difference ‘between one 
formed by blowing into a tube, or the hands | temporary arrangement and another—one for 
closed together,.as boys do intoa key. They|a day, or another that may be broken in a 
call out, to attfact the animal’s attention: month? No temporary element can be admit- 
**Q chief! chief! we have come to kill you. _| ed into the zdea of marriage, without bringing 
, O chief! chief? mans * ke will die besides you, &c. | it essentially within the limits of a merely sen- 
sual cohabitation, or of a modified prostitution. 
We do not say that this could ever actually be © 
the case—we are only refering to a tendency. 
During the purest ages of Rome, there had 
not been, so it is said,a divorce for five cen- . 
turies. In the worst days of Rome, there were — 
these whose homes were still sanctuaries of — 
chastity and truth. But in any condition of a — 
nation; that: marrisge is to be inviolate: and : 
perpetual, is the‘only idea which can consecrate 
domestic life ; and just as the idga is inwardly » 
earnest in: faith, and outwardly realin duty, 


ened, then left their bath, as the crowd. rushed 
towards them. The little one ran» forward 
|towards the-end of the-valley, but, seeing the 
| men there, returned to his dam. She placed 
herself on the danger side of her ‘calf; and 
passed her. prokoscis over it again and again, 
jas if to assure it of safety. She frequently 
| looked back to the men, who kept up an inces- 
sant shouting, singing and piping; then looked 
}at her young one, and ran after it, sometimes 
| sideways, as if her feelings were divided be- 
|tween anxiety to protect her offspring, and 
| desire to revenge the temerity of her persecu- 
tors. The men kept about a hundred yards 
in her rear, and some that distance from her 
flanks, and continued thus until she was obliged 


enerate when homes become corrupt. 

rriage is no more-created by law than is 
property. Marriage is not the contrivance of 
legislators, it is not the invention of priests—_~— 
it is the method of Nature ; and though all leg- - 
islators of all ages, and all priesthoods of all 
religions, should have marked it) with their 
sanction, it was only assenting to what Primal — 
and Sacred Power had already: constituted, 
.| There is discipline in it; there is an influence | 
on the heart of those-who feel its sanctity, which 
chastens desire, which checks passion, and _ 
which, by purifying sense into affection, by mul- 
tiplying it into many interests .? it a divine 
elevation and expansiveness. But it is in the’ 
interior of the soul it does its holiest work, al- 
though society as the -best of its results. 


de 


ing, and getting up the opposite bank, allowed 
of their coming up to the edge, and discharg- 
ing their spears, at about 20 yards distance. 
After the first discharge, she appeared with 
her sides red with blood, and, beginning to flee 
for her own life, seemed to think no more of 
her young. I had previously sent off Sekwebu 
with-orders to spare the calf. _It ran very fast, 
‘but neither young nor old enter into a gallop ; 
their quickest paceis only a sharp walk. Be- 
fore Sekwebu could reach them, the calf had 
taken refuge in the water, and was killed. The 
pace of the dam gradually became slower. She 
turned with a shriek of rage, and made a furi- 
ous charge back among the men. They van- 
ished at right angles to her course, or sideways, 
and as she ran straight on, she went through 


. A Legacy with a Curse..~ 
Frequent allusion is made in the pulpit: and 
elsewhere to the fact, that as a general thing, 
the iuerease of gain dwarfs the soul. «The 
liberality of many a poor man varnishes! ut- 
terly when he becomes a rich man. ‘The 
philosophy of this mournful fact finds. a very 
happy illustration in an incident related in 
that charming book, “The Greyson. Letters,” 
recently published by Gould & Lincoln. __ 
“A young man in the receipt of a decent 
in some merchant's office,—just enough 
to provide him with every comfort and some 
luxuries; ‘but nothing to spare “worth sav- 
ing,” as we say. He was liberal’ to the full 
measure of his ability, atid brought out his: 
guinea to religious and benevolent objects as. 
freely as any. . He bad'a bequest from. a dis- 
tant. relative, (some three or four thousand, 
pounds, 1 believe,) suddenly left him. New, 


mark the sequel, and see what a fool a 


a man who wore-a piece of cloth on his should~ 
ers. Bright clothing is always dangerous in 
‘these eases. She charged three or four times, 
und, except, in the first instance, never went 
farther than one hundred yards. She. often 
Sa after she had crossed a rivulet, ahd 
fi 

8 


the men, though she bohi fresh 
pears. It was by this process of spearing 
and the loss of blood that she was killed, for, 
at. last, making a short charge, she staggered 
round and ‘sank down dead, in a kneeling 


Tue Bistk French Vittacen— 
«That is the book “that they call’ the Bible;” 
said a poor French: villager, “and of which | 
I have heard so much ;” then 
middle of the street, she called all neigh- 
bors with a loud voice, and they came running 
to her... 

“® There is the Bible,” she. exclaimed, hold- 
ing the volume high their 
that is found all that would tell us : , | 
| himself, about ourselyes, about heaven, about |" gatee, the ishould 
earth: Let us all read it? let us all believe | “rst fruits,’ “thank offerings,” (and heaven 
| it, and we shall all be savéd.” | knows what, besides the 

“ ‘what will the priest say?” asked a be called, a: 
he says what says in this ¢etamorphosed man 
all the women ; and they went to the colporteur grt: rym 


nature can make of itself. My informant tells 
me that a gentleman who had been in hi 


to buy more.copies. 
“Ry roe Grace or Gov-~—Jobn Newton, | 
in his’ old age, whew bis’ sight tiad become so 
dit ‘as'to be unable to read, hearing this scrip- 
ture repeated; “ By the grace of God I am 
what I am,” id for some moments, and 


t 


with | 


love, or at Jeast such liking as would. still give i 


will home.be-noble and society be great. Pure 
mothers are the nurses of heroes; and nations _ 
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